
GROUP EXECUTIVE MINUTES
2nd October 2014

Chairman: Bill Bramfitt Treasurer: Cliff Laverick           Secretary: Angela Johnson    
GSL: Philip Harnby
  
PRESENT: Paul Taylor, Richard Bramfitt, Mike Nichols, Derek Newby, Kath Yeomans and Ian Johnson 

APOLOGIES: Cliff Laverick, Derek Ward and Richard Ingram

Ian presented Bill Bramfitt with a Certificate of Appointment for his role of Group Chairman.

MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD 4th September – Agreed.

MATTERS ARISING
a) Medicine Cabinet – No progress; assumption is that Derek Ward is looking into the purchase.
b) Christmas Meal – Kath has made enquiries with the Duke of York and the Red Lion; both are fully booked for the 

13th December. Enquiries have been made at the Park Head at New Coundon, starter, carvery and dessert would 
cost £16-95. After discussion it was agreed to book the Park Head, to eat at 7.00pm. Deposits of £5-00 per head to 
be paid to Kath by the 6th November. Angela will email all the Group with the details and a list will be put up in the 
kitchen. Menu choices of starter and desert to Kath by 1st December.

c) Kath advised that the Rotary Club and Inner Wheel wish to run a Race Night at the Scout Centre on the 21st March 
2015 and asked if the Group had any objections. The Executive agreed to the booking and advised that the hire 
fee would be waived.

d) Paul pointed out that it should have read Jill, Ross, Peter and Paul are running the Cub Section at present.

TREASURER’S REPORT
Cliff was unable to attend the meeting but had sent a report which Angela read out.
The current bank balances were given and Cliff noted that second instalment of the building insurance had been paid 
(£560.16).
Cliff had left an envelope with bank mandate forms for all four CAF accounts (Group, Beavers, Cubs and Scouts), the 
forms need completing with the relevant signatories. Forms passed to Phil to arrange completion. 
A discussion followed about the signatories for each account.
For the Group account it was agreed to add Philip Harnby, Bill Bramfitt and Derek Ward. 

Bank Mandate as follows:

Proposal for CAFCash account – change of signature 2nd October 2014

The Group Executive Committee resolves that, effective from 2nd October 2014, the Group continues a Bank Account 
with the Charities Aid Foundation Bank and that the Group:

1 (a) appoint the Bank as the Organisation’s bankers; and 
 (b) cancel the Organisation’s existing mandate to the Bank (except  in relation to cheques and other 

instructions given before the Bank receives this resolution);
2 accept the conditions of business for the time being applicable to its accounts and dealings with the Bank and 

confirm such acceptance to the Bank by delivering this bank mandate to the Bank.
3 Authorise any individual named below in ‘Signing Instructions’ (an ‘authorised person’) either individually or, if 

relevant, with other authorised person(s) in accordance with the information contained in ‘Instruction Format:’ 
below to; enter into any other agreements with the Bank which they consider to be in the interest of the 
Organisation from    time to time;
give instructions concerning the operation of the Organisation’s bank accounts and otherwise communicate 

with       the Bank in each case in writing or verbally or by computer, in accordance with the banks applicable conditions of 
business and this mandate; and register the Organisation for the Bank’s online banking service.
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Signing Instructions
The signatories would be John Clifford Laverick, Angela Patricia Johnson, Philip Neal Harnby, William Tate Bramfitt and 
Derek Ward 

Instruction Format
Instructions are to be given to the Bank by any two of the authorised persons

Further discussions regarding the other accountsensued; the Executive agreed that the Treasurer, Group Scout Leader 
and Group Chairman plus other individuals relevant to the Sections be signatories on the accounts. It was agreed to 
discuss this matter at the next meeting to allow time for individuals to be asked. 

Phil asked who held the relevant safety certificates in relation to the Scout Centre as the Blood Donors needed to see 
documents to make sure the Health and Safety was up to date. Angela advised she had the Gas Certificate and the Fire 
Protection Certificate and would ensure copies are passed to Phil. Phil has the certificate relating to the Fire Extinguisher 

SECTIONAL REPORTS
Beavers 
Phil noted that it had been a fairly quiet month and thanked the other Leaders for their support in the running of the Beaver 
Colony whilst he was away. An individual has been assisting with the Colony for the last few weeks with a view to taking 
on a role with the Colony; Roz Peverall has been an occasional helper with the Troop for a couple of years and has been 
coming along and working with the Beavers. Phil also asked Ian to let him have details of the waiting list as they are trying 
to plan ahead.
Cubs
Paul noted that the Section is running quite well at present with approximately 20 Cubs on a regular basis, they have 
reduced the number of sixes from five to four. A sleepover is planned for the end of October with a day visit to Windlestone 
to join the Troop who are camping over the weekend.
Scouts
Richard noted that it had been a good month with approximately 24 Scouts. New Patrol Leaders and Assistant Patrol 
Leaders had been appointed. A camp for the Senior PLs/APLs will be held at the end of the month at Windlestone. The 
Troop have recently started the fitness challenge and are working on the Guide Badge. The Troop will going out next 
Friday to Sunderland to see the illuminations.
Explorers
Richard was unable to attend the meeting but sent a report for Angela to read out.
Ian Jones instructed the Unit on car maintenance, work has been completed towards the Survival Skills badge including 
looking at alternative methods of navigation and emergency situations. The Unit have had a night out at Laser Tag in 
Newton Aycliffe. Plans are in hand for the Quiz and Curry night, a survival skills camp and Confido.

GSL REPORT including Adult Training and Leadership
Phil noted that there was very little to report other than he was assisting with the Beaver and Cub Sections.

RISK REGISTER
No report – a suggestion was made that this topic be covered once a year. 

PR and MARKETING OF THE GROUP 
Deferred until next meeting.
Mike Nichols asked who looks after the Group website. Phil responded that he is usually the person who looks after the 
site but the intention is for every Section to include stories and activities; suggestion of one person per Section to be 
responsible for updating the system.

HEALTH AND SAFETY including Hall Maintenance
Fire Safety check has been completed – Phil has the certificate.

MINIBUS/MIDAS
Phil noted that he had emailed out to individuals to see who would be interested in completing the MIDAS course; dates 
available 9th and 23rd October; he is waiting for responses. After the first part of the course arrangements will be made for 
the practical aspect. 
Regarding the certificates they need to be signed by both the individual and the teacher – arrangements to be made.
At a previous meeting a suggestion of hiring out the mini bus was discussed – Phil will contact Cliff to check the insurance 
criteria relating to this before looking into the matter further.



FUNDING AND GRANTS
Derek was unable to be at the meeting but had sent a message via Angela.
Derek has spoken with Sam Zair who has agreed to fund the project for games equipment from his AAP budget for 
approximately £300-00. Derek asks if someone can sort out what equipment is needed and let him know.
Phil noted that he had been in discussion with Robert Yorke about funding for a project but nothing definite. It may be that 
that some of the funding the Group received for mini bus conversion will need to be repaid.

BLOOD DONORS – next session 6th November

GAMES EQUIPMENT – covered in an earlier report.

FUNDRAISING – Social Night/Quiz and Curry Night
Angela noted on behalf of Derek Ward that he is still making enquiries around various venues and catering options in 
Bishop Auckland.
The Quiz and Curry Night will be run by the Explorer Section on 17th November at the Spice Lounge, doors open at 
7.00pm for a 7.30pm start. £15-00 per head with any monies raised to be shared between St George ESU and the Group.
Information will be distributed to the Sections shortly for distribution to parents.
Richard has suggested that the monies be equally split between the Unit and the Group at 50/50. The Executive agreed to 
this.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS – None

Next Group Executive Meeting 6th November 2014 starting at 7.15pm at the Scout Centre. 

Future meetings will be held 4th December 2014
1st January 2015 
5th February 2015
5th March 2015

Blood donor Sessions            6th November 2014
8th January 2015
22nd January 2015
26th February 2015
23rd April 2015
7th May 2015

All dates checked against the blood donor website on 10th October 2014 are correct. 

All the Blood donor sessions require the hall to be opened at 13:30 and closed by 20:00


