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GROUP EXECUTIVE MINUTES 
4th April 2013 

 
Chairman:  John Yeomans   Treasurer:  Cliff Laverick            Secretary:  Angela Johnson     
GSL: Philip Harnby 
  

PRESENT: Ross Hetherington, David Newby, Paul Taylor, Richard Bramfitt, Richard Ingram, Derek Ward, 
Kath Yeomans, Derek Newby and Ian Johnson  
 

APOLOGIES: Phil Harnby, Cliff Laverick, Mike Nichols and Julie Ryan. 
 

MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD 10th January –  Agreed. 
 

Ian Johnson asked the Chairman if he could make an announcement and congratulate Derek Ward on the 
award of The Silver Acorn for specially distinguished service and commented that it was richly deserved; 
the Executive echoed the congratulations. Derek responded by thanking all and saying he was flattered to 
be nominated for the award. 
 

MATTERS ARISING  
a) Ian asked for the following to be minuted as due to the nature of the subject it could not be 

published in the last minutes. Five years ago Derek Ward was asked to become President of the 
Group; this is now up for review. Ian proposed that Derek be asked to continue in the role for a 
further five years; the Executive agreed. Ian has now spoken with Derek who has agreed to 
continue for a further five year’s from the AGM 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
 

As Cliff was unable to attend the meeting Angela read out the notes which she had received from Cliff. 
 

Income received since the last meeting Grant Aid of £518.00 from Durham County Council and Blood 
Donors £640 (160 x 4 sessions)  
Expenses include Membership Subscriptions paid to Bishop Auckland Scout District of £2,440.00, Hall 
cleaning £240.00, Unity Insurance £531.21 (4th instalment), Christmas party payments to Beavers (£28), 
Cubs (£50) and Scouts (£50), Electricity £92.00 and Gas £97.00. 
 

Cliff wrote to CAF Bank after the last meeting to ask if the Beaver Account could be opened pending the 
outcome of the Charity Commission consideration. In order to reduce the cash held in respect of the Beaver 
Section he has paid the Membership Subscriptions from the Beaver Section into Group funds and paid in 
cash for the hall levy for the respective period. 
For information  

• CAF Bank are currently holding a cheque for £1,782.67,  
• cheques currently made out to the Beaver Section and not yet banked £120.00, and 
• Cash £405.70 

 

Cliff also has plans to reduce the amount more by paying the first six months of 2013/2014 hall levy early in 
the financial year. 
Some additional information has been received on 2nd May, Phil had called to say the problem between 
CAF Bank and Charity Commission has been resolved and on the 3rd May Cliff heard from CAF to say that 
the Beaver Bank Account had finally been opened, but there was an issue with the opening cheque as it 
was over six months old, Cliff is to approach the Halifax to obtain a new cheque to forward to CAF. Cliff also 
highlighted that some of the cheques written by parents will have the same issue and asked the Beaver 
Scout Leader to approach the parents with a view to re-dating the cheques. 
Cliff is concerned about the purchase of the second set of tables; he has not had any receipts or invoices to 
cover this cost/payment. Paul explained that he had not received any invoice in relation to the table’s that 
he could remember but would search his emails and contact Cliff direct. 
One final point Cliff asked that all Sectional Accounts be submitte d to him electronically by 19th April  
in order for the accounts to be compiled in plenty of time for the AGM. 



 

SECTIONAL REPORTS  
Beavers 
Ross reported that the Beaver Splodge due to beheld on 23rd March was cancelled due to bad weather. 
Recently the Beavers have been growing beans from seeds; playing team games and doing Easter Crafts 
including fridge magnets and egg cup holders. 
No Colony meetings are being held over Easter but Ross is looking to hold a programme planning meeting 
with the Leadership team. 
Cubs 
David reported that it had been a fairly quiet month; a Leadership meeting had been held to plan the sleep 
over for the weekend of 20th/21st April and the Pack will be attending St George’s Day on 28th April. 
Plans are well in hand for the camp at Ilkley at the end of May. The Leaders are in the process of arranging 
some visitors for the Pack. 
Scouts 
Richard reported that the Beamish visit was cancelled due to heating problems in the hall, no date has been 
rearranged. 
The Leaders had asked the Patrol Leaders to run a night where they learnt a new skill and then had to 
teach the other Patrols – various skills included campfire songs, juggling and first aid. 
The Troop are continuing to learn whittling and are making giant tent pegs. A multi base night has been held 
which included cooking on trangias and pioneering. 
The Leaders are planning to hold a programme planning night and to visit a campsite outside Blackburn 
where summer camp will be held. 
Explorers 
Richard reported that it had been a quiet month – the Explorers had played a game of human pool during a 
games night and they are planning their own camp at Windlestone in a few weeks time. Geoffrey Gordon 
Cup was cancelled due the inclement weather; this has been rearranged for the end of May. 
A couple of Explorers are close to the Platinum Awards. 
 

GSL REPORT including Adult Training and Leadership 
Phil was unable to attend the meeting but had sent some notes for Ian to read out. 
 

Phil noted that two Appointment Reviews are due and will be completed by the next Executive meeting and 
following a break Mike Nichols will be returning to assist with the Troop on Friday evening. Phil is hoping to 
visit each Section week commencing 15th April and aims to hold a Leaders meeting during April. 
 

RISK REGISTER 
Nothing to report. 
 

GIFT AID  
Ian reported that he had received some further information from the Cub Section and was currently trying to 
work out if it was worth while pursuing some individuals to obtain certificates in order to increase the amount 
of claimable Gift Aid. 
Phil’s initial thoughts were to draw a line under the current amounts to be claimed but Ian said he would 
pursue a little further. 
 

PR and MARKETING OF THE GROUP  
Nothing to report. 
 

HEALTH AND SAFETY including Hall Maintenance 
Derek Ward reported that the lights and the extractor fan in the toilet had been repaired. The gas heating 
system has been repaired after many hours of work. Letter of thanks to Jack Wilkinson to be sent to thank 
him for his time and support to the Group. David also wanted his thanks recorded as the prompt repair 
saved the Leaders from having to cancel the Cub meeting. 
Derek has also noticed that the back wall of the hall is being damaged due to the use of benches whilst 
playing football etc; He is arranging for a rubbing  board to be placed around the  wall for protection. 
It was noted that PAT testing is due on the electrical equipment – Derek Ward agreed to sort this. 
 

MINIBUS and TRAINING 
From Phil  
Reminder that the mini bus and hall calendar are online – although it is not up to date and only to be used a 
guide at the moment. A reminder that the minibus is booked on a first come first served basis and if there is 
a clash it is up to the individuals to sort out the issue. A checklist is now in the mini bus and must be 
checked prior to each journey, if anything is missing it is the drivers responsibility to follow the instructions 
on the cover. 
The MIDAS Training will hopefully be sorted for late April/early May. 
 

FUNDING AND GRANTS 



Nothing to report 
 

BLOOD DONORS  – Next session 9th May 2013. 
 

FUNDRAISING 
Regarding the parents helping to fundraise – it was suggested that this be taken to the Leaders meeting for 
discussion. 
 

ALLOTMENT  
Derek Newby advised there was no further progress except the allotment area had been allocated but 
needs a lot of work and in respect of funding the Allotment Association would be applying for this. 
From Phil  
He had a conversation with Jane to discuss the various options; Jane was willing to talk with the Leaders of 
1st Chilton to see how their allotment is run and following on from this to devise a plan to discuss with the 
Executive and Leadership team. 
 

PROPOSALS FOR THE GROUP EXECUTIVE  
Angela explained that normally letters are issued to the Leadership/Executive and all parents of the Group 
to invite nominations to the Group Executive. 
Ian explained the notes Phil had sent over – Phil suggested that we change the pace of the AGM and 
proposes a written document (sample at next meeting); ideally he feels the AGM should not take more than 
30 minutes. He has found a pack which can be issued to parents to try and encourage more involvement. 
Another suggestion was to award a badge or certificate to every young member and asked that Section 
Leaders look into this. 
John commented that in past years there has always been a number of badges and certificates and hopes 
this will continue, he also noted that he enjoyed listening to all the reports but did concede that sometimes 
they did last a little too long. John also noted that he will not be available for this year’s AGM but has asked 
Derek Ward to chair the meeting. 
Derek Ward agreed that new ideas were welcome and suggested that the Leaders talk with Phil at the 
Leaders meeting. 
 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS  
a) John advised the Rotary Race Night in April had been cancelled and a rearranged date of 5th 

October had been set. 
b) Kath advised that due to M & S closing in the town centre there were now some car parking spaces 

available – if anyone knows of someone wanting a space please contact Kath. 
 

 
Next Group Executive Meeting 2nd May 2013 starting at 7.15pm at the 
Scout Centre.  
 

Future meetings will be held 6th June 2013 (Annual General Meeting) 
     4th July 2013 
     August (normally no meeting) 
     5th September 2013  
     3rd October 2013 
 

Blood Donor Sessions             9th May 2013 
20th June 2013 
11th July 2013 
15th August 2013 
3rd October 2013 
7th November 2013 

All dates checked against the blood donor website o n 16th April 2013 are correct 
 

     

All the Blood donors’ sessions require the hall to be opened at 13:30 and closed by 20:00            

If anyone has an item for the next agenda or cannot  make the meeting could they please let the 
Secretary know by 8-00pm on the Monday prior to the  meeting.  


