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GROUP EXECUTIVE MINUTES 
4th October 2012 

 
Chairman:  John Yeomans   Treasurer:  Cliff Laverick  Secretary:  Angela Johnson     
GSL: Philip Harnby 
  

PRESENT: Ross Hetherington, David Newby, Richard Bramfitt, Mike Nichols, Richard Ingram, Derek Newby, 
Derek Ward, Kath Yeomans (to 7.55pm) and Ian Johnson. 
 

APOLOGIES:  Julie Ryan. 
 

Ian asked John if he could make some presentations to members of the Executive. John agreed. 
Understanding Trusteeship certificates were presented to Ross Hetherington and Richard Bramfitt. 
 

MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD 30th August 20 12 - Agreed.  
 

MATTERS ARISING  
a) Flower Show – held on 15th/16th September – payment of £140-00 received. Bishop Auckland 

Chrysanthemum Society have booked the Scout Centre for 17th/18th November. 
 

TREASURERS REPORT 
CAF Gold £10,504.69   CAF Current Account £275.79   Cash in hand £67.00 
 

Cliff noted that expenditure included payment for badges £22.70 to Durham Scout County £72.00 for fuel, 
£104.59 Fire inspection. 
Cliff advised the Blood Donors had booked further dates for 2013; details included as usual at the end of these 
minutes. 
Kath noted that the car park donations may cease soon due to the relocation of M & S 
 

Phil arrived at 7.20pm 
 

SECTIONAL REPORTS  
Beavers 
Ross reported the Beavers had been busy with modelling projects using marshmallows and pasta. 
Unfortunately they have had to cancel an outing to the County Beaver Pantomime to the Gala in Durham due 
to lack of numbers. Ross advised a new adult has started helping with the Colony and a couple of parents are 
willing to take part in a parent’s rota. 
Cubs 
David reported that the Pack has been very busy. Ross had visited with some Beavers who are due to move to 
Cubs. The main theme of the next couple of month is concentrating on badge work and programme planning. 
The Cubs are working on the Challenge Badge and each Leader is taking the lead on one challenge badge. 
The Global badge work is near completion. Numbers are good with approximately thirty youngsters. Derek 
Ward asked if any Cubs were due to move to the Scouts soon, David indicated there would be three or four 
before Christmas. 
Scouts 
Richard reported that the Troop had been concentrating on the Fitness Challenge and the Healthy Eating 
Challenge.  The Challenge would be completed sometime in November. 
They are also planning for each Patrol to plan and run an evening and the best Patrol will win an all expenses 
paid activity. Numbers are approximately mid twenties and two or three are due to Explorers around Christmas 
time. 
Explorers 
Richard reported they are trying to make the most of the darker nights to give the Explorers experience before 
taking part in Midnight Madness in November. Challenges included planning routes and overnight hikes. 
The Explorers are working towards the Environment Award and have recently spent time at Escomb Campsite. 
Richard was also pleased to announce that Zoe Embleton had achieved the Platinum Chief Scout Award. 



David queried what had happened to a fundraising event which sections had distributed letters for. Richard 
explained that the Monopoly run had to be cancelled due to lack of numbers and that all those who had signed 
up would receive a refund. 
 

GSL REPORT including Adult Training and Leadership  
Phil apologised for arriving late. He noted that he had met with the Beaver and Cub Section Leaders and was 
hoping to speak with the Scout Leader shortly in order to get a feeling for all the Sections and find out what the 
Sections need. At present there is a need for extra help in the Colony and hopefully a parent’s rota will help the 
situation. He also indicated that extra help/Leadership is needed in the Cubs. 
Phil has been looking into whether the Group needs to purchase a TV licence and has ascertained that as we 
do not have an aerial then we do not need a licence however we do need a exemption certificate to satisfy the 
criteria. The certificate needs to be posted to the property where the TV is housed. As the Scout Centre does 
not have a letterbox Phil proposed that the Group purchase a mail box for the outside of the building. Ross 
suggested that the Group have any mail redirected possible to Derek Wards however this would have a cost 
involved, another suggestion was to have the mail collected by a nominated person from the Royal Mail 
delivery office.  
John noted his concerns over a mail box on the outside of the property which may incur vandalism etc.  
The Executive agreed to Ross making enquiries with Royal Mail and liasing with Phil for the best solution. 
Phil had received a letter advising the Remembrance Sunday parade will be on 11th November at the 
Cenotaph. Ian agreed to contact Peter Franklin to arrange wreaths for 2nd Bishop Auckland and St George 
ESU.  
Phil is hoping in the New Year to arrange some Group Events such as a Race Night or BBQ. 
 

GIFT AID  
Ian reported that no progress had been made as he was waiting for details from the Cub Section. David 
advised he would supply the information by the middle of next week. Ian noted that at present approximately 
£2,500 is due to the Group and once details are sorted for 2011/2012 it would be considerably more. 
 

HEALTH AND SAFETY including Hall Maintenance 
Derek Ward commented that he had been working through his list; Fire Safety – Certificate of inspection/POD 
has been completed, plans to strengthen the staircase are in hand, boxing around the pipes in the gent’s toilets 
has been done and Derek plans to attach slam plates on the wall to stop the hall doors damaging the walls. 
It was mentioned that the one of the skylights in the main hall roof may have a slight leak during heavy periods 
of rain – Derek will investigate. 
 

MINIBUS TRAINING 
Phil advised he had written with a number of questions to the DVLA and unfortunately only half the questions 
had been answered. He has discussed the matter with Derek Ward regarding the conversion of the minibus. 
The cost would be approximately £2000 – this would mean removing two back seats, installing the rails then 
replacing the seats. Weight of the mini bus is 4.1 tonnes. The conversion would mean some extra ongoing 
costs; a safety inspection would be required on a regular basis (possible 3 times a year plus an MOT) by an 
approved garage to cover the Group in case of accidents or incidents. The conversion would allow any 
nominated driver to drive the minibus. 
Ian explained the current funding situation regarding training costs; currently the Group has secured £720 from 
Development Grants Board and £250 from Bishop Auckland Town Council (subject to satisfactory invoices). 
The same amounts have been awarded to St George ESU with the same criteria. Ian suggested that if the 
Group goes ahead with the conversion rather than the training the monies may have to be returned. He agreed 
to contact Gilwell and BATC to see what the options were and to see if the monies could be used for 
converting the minibus instead.  
John proposed that the Group go ahead and convert the mini bus to disabled friendly – The Group Executive 
agreed and Phil agreed to take the matter forward  
Richard Ingram advised that should the Explorers Leaders had discussed the matter and should the monies be 
retained from DGB and BATC they agreed they would donate the monies to the Group to help with conversion 
costs. 
It was also noted that a Gift Aid claim would generate a significant sum which would benefit the Group. 
 

FUNDING AND GRANTS – No further information. 
 

BLOOD DONORS 
John thanked Derek Newby for setting up for the last session. Next session is on 11th October. 
 

HALL FLOORING  
Derek Ward advised the varnish had been purchased and Derek Newby had taken the lead on getting the work 
done, the work was carried out on a Thursday night and Derek Newby did not believe it would interrupt the 



Troop meeting on the Friday, the product should have been dry within 24 hours but they did not factor in the 
odour that it left behind which is why a note was left to advise the Troop on the Friday evening. Richard 
Bramfitt explained that at the time he was very angry when he found the note at 6-30pm on the Friday evening 
as they had the programmed planned for indoors and the youngster’s would not be prepared or dressed to go 
out and about; he commented that even a phone call the previous evening would have meant the programme 
could be rearranged. Derek Newby advised he had looked in the hall but could find no contact details. 
Angela suggested a contact list be placed in the kitchen with GSL and Section Leader mobile details, this was 
agreed. 
Ian asked how often the hall flooring would need revarnishing; the general feeling was as and when required. 
Derek Newby suggested that the hall be cleaned on a regular basis to keep the dirt to a minimum; John 
suggested that if dates are arranged for cleaning perhaps during the Christmas break, all Sections could be 
informed and no confusion would occur. On consultation with the Section Leaders the final meeting will be on 
21st December with the first meeting in the New Year being the 4th January. A date will be agreed nearer the 
time. 
 

FUND RAISING  
Quiz and Curry Night – will take place on 19th November, letters have been distributed, cost £15-00 per head. 
Closing date is 5th November. It was queried whether young people could attend; David advised that it would 
be suitable for those aged 15 and over. 
Model Exhibition – 2nd/3rd February 2013. David advised the Lanchester Model Boat Club had confirmed they 
would attend as the main guests. If youngsters wish to make models to display at the event the theme is ’80 
days around the world and modes of travel. 
 

PR and MARKETING OF THE GROUP  
Phil advised that PR and marketing around Scouting is not very positive. The Scout Association aim is to 
encourage promoting Scouting outside of the organisation. Phil has set up a website to promote the Group to 
the outside world, giving details of what Scouting is about, the different sections and promoting the Group with 
news about the Group and activities. He hopes in the longer term that all Leaders will use the website to 
update activities and events on the calendar aspect. At present the site can be viewed at  
https://sites.google.com/site/2ndbishopscouts/ 
with the eventual site being known as  www.2ndbishopaucklandscouts.org.uk 
Phil also noted that the signage on the building does not give sufficient information and asked the Executive to 
approve funding for a new sign/or updating the sign to included the national Scouting Telephone number 0845 
300 1818 and the website address www.scouts.org.uk. Derek Ward suggested that Phil let him know the 
details and he would arrange for this to be sorted. 
 

CHRISTMAS MEAL  
John advised that Kath had been collecting Christmas menus, The Red Lion, The Pollards, Park Head and the 
Green Tree at Tudhoe. 
It was agreed to book the Red Lion at North Bitchburn for 1st December. Angela agreed to send out the details 
by email to the Group.  
 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS  
a) John advised the Rotary Club had asked him to run a Race Night at the Scout Centre. The possible 

dates are 6th or 13th April 2013. The Executive had no objections to the hall being used and John will 
advise once the date has been established. 

b) John advised the meeting about Rotary Young Leaders Award (RYLA) an outward bound style course 
run in Northumberland for those aged 16 to 21 and wondered if Zoe Embleton would be a suitable 
candidate. He asked that Section Leaders let him know if they know of any other suitable candidate. 

c) Derek Newby asked about Windlestone Hall and the newspaper story about the Hall being sold. Ian 
apprised the Executive about the hall and Windlestone campsite; the campsite is a separate piece of 
land from Windlestone Hall, the current owners are looking to auction the site and are hoping for a 
considerable amount of money. Ian noted that the District Executive, District Team and all Group Scout 
Leaders have been made aware of the situation and the possible routes which may be taken.  If the 
District does lose the campsite it may be possible to use another piece of land not too far away from 
our current site but this would need a great deal of work and money to get the site into a camping area.  
The District Executive is in the process of considering which way to move forward with the site. Ian 
also noted that bookings can still be made for Windlestone but we cannot guarantee that we will have 
the site depending on the outcome of the auction. 

 
Meeting closed. 
 



Next Group Executive Meeting 1st November 2013 star ting at 7.15pm at the Scout Centre. 
 

Future meetings will be held  6th December 2012   
     3rd January 2013 
     7th February 2013 
     7th March 2013 
 

Blood Donor Sessions             11th October 2012   
    22nd November 2012 
    3rd January 2013 

10th January 2013 
    24th January 2013 

7th February 2013 
14th March 2013 
9th May 2013 
20th June 2013 
11th July 2013 
15th August 2013 

 
     

All the Blood donors’ sessions require the hall to be opened at 13:30 and closed by 20:00            

If anyone has an item for the next agenda or cannot  make the meeting could they 
please let the Secretary know by 8-00pm on the Mond ay prior to the meeting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


