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GROUP EXECUTIVE MINUTES 
5th December 2013 

 
Chairman:  John Yeomans  Treasurer:  Cliff Laverick            Secretary:  Angela Johnson     
GSL: Philip Harnby 
   
PRESENT: Kath Yeomans, David Newby, Paul Taylor, Richard Bramfitt, Jasmine Mowatt, Derek Ward, Derek 
Newby, Richard Ingram and Ian Johnson 
 

APOLOGIES : Ross Hetherington and Mike Nichols 
 

MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD 7th November 2013 – Agreed. 
 

CHRISTMAS MEAL – 14th December 2013  
Kath advised the deposit had been paid with twenty one attending. The table has been booked for 7.30pm 
suggestion to arrive about 7.00pm. Kath was happy to take the balance of the money at the meeting but it 
would be alright on the night – right money would be appreciated. 
 

MATTERS ARISING 
a) Flower Show – Derek Ward reported that there had been a good response to the displays. The 

youngsters of the Group had made vegetable monsters and the winner received a small prize. Invoice 
has been issued to the organisers. 

b) Quiz and Curry night – John said he had thoroughly enjoyed the evening, good food and good 
company. David advised the event had gone well and £670.00 was raised. David noted that over 
£3,000.00 had been raised over the four events that had been organised. 
Derek Ward thanked the Newby family for a good team effort organising and running the event. Derek 
Newby appealed for more Scouters and parents of the youngsters to take part. 

c) Car Parking – John noted that at a previous meeting a discussion had been held regarding letters to be 
placed on illegally parked cars on the Group’s land. He has devised a letter which has been printed 
and if anyone sees any illegally parked vehicle could they make sure a letter is placed on the car. 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
Cliff noted that there had not been many transactions over the last month. The MOT for the minibus has been 
paid (£40.00). All bills are up to date.  
Cliff noted the utility payments at £121.00 (Gas), £106.00 (Electricity) both monthly and £66.46 paid quarterly 
to Northumbrian Water. 
Phil reminded everyone to make a concerted effort into switching things off when they are not in use. 
Cliff noted that the Christmas party money was due to the Sections (Beavers £28.00, Cubs £52.00 and Scouts 
£50.00). The figures are based on the Census taken in January 2013. The Executive agreed to the payments. 
 

SECTIONAL REPORTS 
Beavers 
As Ross was unable to attend the meeting he had sent a report which Angela read out. 
A number of Beavers have moved up to Cubs and three new Beavers have joined; two are siblings of current 
or former Beavers. Last meeting of the year will be on 18th December where the Beavers will be having a 
party. Beavers will return on 8th January 2014. 
Cubs 
David reported a very busy month with a sleep over on Remembrance Weekend; the Pack visited Hartlepool 
Marina and Pizza Hut on the Saturday and they joined the rest of the Group at the Cenotaph on Sunday 
morning. The Pack has been visited by the Mountain Rescue dogs on 3rd December and as a follow up they 
will take part in a mock mountain rescue. Four Cubs are ready for the move to Scouts and finally David wished 
to note that a Chief Scout’s Silver Award had been awarded to Milo Curley. 
 
 
 



Scouts 
Richard reported that the Troop had been discussing Anti Bullying; this was a very interesting session which 
incorporated role play. This was followed up with a visit from representatives from the Magistrates Court who 
talked about the procedure and brought various items for the Troop to look at. Future events include a 
Christmas Party on the 20th December and a joint meeting with St George Explorers when five of the Troop 
will make the transition to the Unit. 
Finally Richard noted that two Troop members have achieved the Chief Scout’s Gold Award; Joseph Garnett 
and Ethan Capenhurst – congratulations to them both.  
Ian Johnson noted that he had interviewed both boys prior to the award being made and he was very 
impressed with the standard achieved by them. 
Explorers 
Richard noted that the Unit had held a camp at Windlestone and used the camp ovens with food prepared the 
previous week ready to be reheated. 
A good night was enjoyed by the Unit at the Quiz and Curry night. The Unit are planning to raise funds by 
baking breads and selling to interested parties. The Christmas party will be at Planet Leisure. Richard noted 
that the Unit had recently said goodbye to Jake Robinson. 
 

GSL REPORT including Adult Training and Leadership 
Phil on behalf of Lorraine and himself thanked the Group for the Wedding Gift they received. 
Adult Training – nothing to report. 
Phil thanked all who took part in helping to secure funds from the AAP towards the installation of the Fire Alarm 
System. 
 

RISK REGISTER 
No report 
 

PR and MARKETING OF THE GROUP 
David and Richard both noted that photos are available of the recent Chief Scouts Award recipients. 
 

HEALTH AND SAFETY including Hall Maintenance 
Derek Ward noted that he had spoken with an electrician to see if timers could be fitted to the heaters. The 
electrician advised that runback timers could be fitted which would automatically turn the heaters off after 60 
minutes. 
The Fire Alarm system – currently Derek Ward and Phil are awaiting quotes – the Executive agreed to allow 
Derek W and Phil move forward with this item without consulting the Executive. 
Derek W has spoken with Jack Wilkinson about the costs of running the Scout Centre; Jack suggested that the 
Group consider installing solar panels. Derek W has made some enquires about the costing and possible 
assistance towards funding and the remuneration that would benefit the Group. It was agreed to put this item 
on the agenda in January for further discussion. 
Richard Bramfitt asked the Executive for permission to purchase two new sweepers – The Executive agreed. 
Derek Ward thanked Derek Newby for his time in cleaning all the vents in the hall. John thanked Derek for his 
initial work on the solar panels. 
 

MINIBUS 
Phil noted that he has contacted the Council twice about the funding but no payment has yet been received. 
 

FUNDING AND GRANTS  
Richard Bramfitt said he had been approached by Joseph Garnett’s mum who advised that she worked for 
ASDA and should the Group do any fundraising, the Group could send a letter in and the company may be able 
to support the Group. 
Phil asked the Executive for permission to sign the paperwork in respect of the AAP funding – the Executive 
agreed. 
 

BLOOD DONORS – Next session 2nd January 2014 . 
Cleaning team will meet on the morning of the 2nd January to set up. 
John queried if any more bollards had been found – the reply was no but red cones had been found. 
 

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY  
John had received comments from his Rotary colleagues that it was good to see such a good turnout from 2nd 
Bishop Auckland Scout Group. 
 

FUNDRAISING 
a) Parent to help fundraising– it was agreed by the Executive to remove this item from the agenda. 

 



ANY OTHER BUSINESS  
Ian Johnson presented Jasmine Mowatt with a Certificate of Appointment as a Group Executive Member  
 
Finally John wished everyone a Happy Christmas and New Year. 
 
Next Group Executive Meeting 9th January 2014 start ing at 7.15pm at the Scout Centre.  
 

Future meetings will be held  6th February 2014 
     6th March 2014 
     3rd April 2014 
     1st May 2014 
     5th June 2014 
 
Blood Donor Sessions             2nd January 2014 

6th February 2014 
6th March 2014 
24th April 2014 
5th June 2014 
10th July 2014 
 

All dates checked against the blood donor website on 12th December 2013 are correct. 
 

     
All the Blood donors’ sessions require the hall to be opened at 13:30 and closed by 20:00 

           
If anyone has an item for the next agenda or cannot  make the meeting could they please let the 
Secretary know by 8-00pm on the Monday prior to the  meeting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 


