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GROUP EXECUTIVE MINUTES
7th July 2016

Chairman: Bill Bramfitt Treasurer: Cliff Laverick           Secretary: Angela Johnson    
GSL: Philip Harnby
  
PRESENT: Roz Peverall, Paul Taylor, Richard Bramfitt, Mike Nichols, Derek Ward, Richard Ingram, Olive Ingram, Derek 
Newby and Ian Johnson.

APOLOGIES: Kath Yeomans, 

MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD on 5th May 2016 – Agreed.

MATTERS ARISING – None

TREASURER’S REPORT
Cliff gave an update as to the Group’s financial position: 
Cliff noted that the first instalment of the insurance had been paid (£618.45) to Unity. Income included £125.00 per month 
from the Fitness people, payments have also been received from Eleven Arches and the Blood Donors. 

a) Accounts – Cliff noted that the accounts are nearly ready – a couple of queries to clarify and they will be passed to 
the Independent Examiner. It was asked that once the accounts are ready could they be issued by email to all the 
Executive for perusal and approval. Cliff agreed to send the accounts to Angela who will email all with the details. 
Should any queries arise from the accounts could questions be directed to Cliff by 31st August so they can be dealt 
with sooner rather than the next meeting on 1st September.

b) Bank Account – change of signatory – Phil advised all forms had been completed and signatures would be 
obtained after the meeting before sending to CAF Bank.

c) Bank Mandates agreed at the meeting in May 2016.
d) Gift Aid – Cliff advised he has a compiled list of small donations taken during the last financial year which he will 

send to Ian Johnson and Cliff will continue to take the details for the small donations aspect after he steps down as 
Treasurer and will update Ian and Olive accordingly. Ian asked the Cub Section to provide the consent forms for 
the 2015/2016 period.

e) Richard Bramfitt advised that the Troop had taken part in a Swimathon in May – they raised approximately £550-00 
which has been shared equally between the Rotary Clubs nominated charity (SSAFA) and the Group – Richard 
wished to say ‘Well Done’ to the Troop.

f) Derek Ward queried the amount being paid by Kynren – Phil advised £150.00 for two days and £250.00 for a three 
day period and that a further invoice is due to be issued.

SECTIONAL REPORTS 
Beavers 
Roz noted that it had been reasonably quiet recently although a number of new Beavers were due to join in September. 
Seven Beavers were attending the District Beaver Sleep over at West Hall, Whitburn this weekend and during weekly 
meetings they were working on several activity badges. The Colony have had a visit from the Army. Roz wished to thank all 
those who have been assisting on a Wednesday evening to allow Beavers to run.
Cubs
Paul noted the Cubs had attended the County Cub 100 Celebration camp at the end of May; the Pack had a great time 
enjoying all the activities. Tuesday nights have seen visits to Wolsingham Park and a BBQ. Four or five Cubs are due to 
move to the Troop in the near future.
Derek Ward commented that he had visited the Cub 100 Celebrations at Moor House – he noted that it had been a long 
time since he last visited and was very impressed with the set-up, very well organised with approximately 1200 individuals 
on site and wished to say ‘Well Done’ to the County Team for organising the event.
Ian commented that at the time of Derek’s visit he was onsite and thought that Derek was the smartest person on site being 
in full Scout uniform.
Scouts
Richard noted that Swimathon had gone well – 11 swimmers, 329 lengths of the pool. Details of the amounts raised are 
shown in the Treasurers report, Richard commented that he thought it was low on the number of organisations taking part 
and wondered if the Group as a whole could consider taking part next year.



Activities in the Troop over the last couple of months included a hike, doing some work at Windlestone Woods, some work 
around the Scout Centre clearing weeds etc., a Troop Forum discussing the EU referendum and a bivvi camp at 
Windlestone.
Details regarding the summer camp at Ford have been released. Ian asked if the Troop were considering attending Confido 
this year. Richard said nothing had been discussed but would talk with the other Leaders on Friday evening.
Derek Ward commented that he was very proud of the Troop being so busy and proactive clearing the area around the 
Scout Centre.
Explorers
Richard noted that it had been a quiet couple of months due to exams but those who have been present have taken part in 
learning about different fire types, a monopoly run and catapults. The Unit had attended the District AGM. Richard noted 
that two Explorers have now left and have taken on roles (Isabelle Hewitt – Troop Assistant at 2nd Bishop Auckland and 
Lorna Bennett – Assistant Cub Scout Leader at (1st Newton Aycliffe).
Due to the summer holidays the Unit have arranged to meet once in August and restart fully in September when they are 
planning to attend Confido. Richard noted that some new members will be joining the Unit shortly.

GSL REPORT including Adult Training and Leadership
Phil noted that it had been quiet over the last two months. He handed over two Adult Information forms for Sarah Peverall-
Garnett (Roz’s daughter) and Adam O’Sullivan (relation of Aisha Sarr – new ASL) both Occasional Helpers to start the DBS 
procedure.
Richard Bramfitt noted that Joseph Garnett (Young Leader) had been chosen as one of contingent from the area to visit 
Thievpal to commemorate the Battle of the Somme, whilst on the visit Joseph was introduced to the Prince of Wales. 
Richard also noted that Keith Harrison seemed to have stopped attending Scouts – Ian explained the DBS procedure and 
that Keith had not complied with the request and was therefore no longer able to be involved, until a new Disclosure was 
undertaken.
Bill thanked Phil for keeping the Executive up to date with any changes to the personnel of the Group.

PR and MARKETING OF THE GROUP - Nothing to report.

HEALTH AND SAFETY including Hall Maintenance
Derek Ward noted that the PAT testing had been completed. The Gas Safety check will be carried out next week by 
another company, unfortunately Jack Wilkinson has retired. The company hired are unable to certify the gas cooker but 
they have supplied the name of another individual and Derek will contact them to arrange a suitable day and time for them 
to inspect the cooker.
The manhole cover outside the Scout Centre has started to break up – Derek will try and sort out a replacement.

a) Lighting – Phil advised that he had a number of different specifications for the replacement of light system in the 
Scout Centre. The question was do we want to replace like for like or invest in higher specification of LED lighting 
which over time will reduce costs.  Phil explained that if we chose to invest in LED lighting the Scout Centre would 
need to be rewired which would add to the costs. The LED lighting may cost in the region of £1,600.00 plus VAT. It 
was asked if the money (£4,000.00) from The Scotto Trust could be used for this project. On checking the letter 
from The Scotto Trust they have said the ‘specific donation, for the Building Project is as per the enclosed proposal 
form’ (this was for the refurbishment of the kitchen and downstairs area), it was also suggested that the Executive 
could ask that the remaining Gift Aid be applied for, after discussion it was agreed to leave the Gift Aid alone and to 
apply yearly but to be aware the money could be used as a backup should the Group not have sufficient funds 
available to them. After a long discussion it was agreed to ask Phil to obtain quotes for the higher specification LED 
lighting plus prices for the rewire of the Scout Centre. Derek also offered to find quotes to support this project. The 
Executive agreed that if the quotes totalled up to £4,500.00 they would agree to the work being carried out, 
however should the quotes exceed this amount the Executive asked to be informed by email so that further 
discussion can take place as to whether to accept the quotes or not.

b) Kath asked Angela to bring the following concerns to the meeting – Mrs Pike has contacted Kath regarding the 
loud music being played early morning from the Fitness Class. Kath has advised Mrs Pike that this will be brought 
to the meeting and addressed – Phil said he would contact the Fitness people and advise them of the issues.

MINIBUS – Compound
Derek advised he had taken over this project, he has approached a steel fabricator about costing the project and should 
have the information for the next meeting.
Phil noted that the minibus AA membership had been renewed at a cost of £143.00.
Derek queried whether the Group had decided on the hire charges – he was informed this was clarified at the May meeting.



Phil advised he had been approached by another District to hire the mini bus for the period 23rd July to 30th July and the 
Executive were asked to consider the hire charges for this period. After discussion and comparing different hire charges 
from other Scout Groups who own mini buses – the Executive agreed that hire charges agreed at the May meeting would 
stand in relation to the enquiry to hire the mini bus.

FUNDING AND GRANTS
Phil advised that the application to Wilkinson’s store for funding would be submitted shortly and if successful the funding 
would go towards the lighting project. Phil has also been passed some information from the Freemasons to apply for 
funding – Phil will complete the application with a view to any funding received going towards the compound project.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Derek Ward has booked the Rugby Club for the 8th September. It was agreed to start the evening’s events at 6.30pm with 
games and refreshments. The AGM will begin at 7.30pm with a view to being finished by 8.00pm. Derek Ward asked Phil 
to sort out who would be running the games and what equipment would be required.
Phil advised he was waiting for information from the Sections which will be included into the Annual Report – he would 
appreciate submissions as soon as possible. 
Angela advised she would sort out the Executive proposal form and distribute to the Executive and Section Leaders for 
distribution to parents as soon as possible.
Richard Bramfitt advised the Executive that due to work and personal commitments he would not wish to be re-elected for 
the next year.

CHRISTMAS MEAL
Angela on behalf of Kath advised that The Avenue, High Shincliffe has been booked for the 3rd December 2016 – 7.00pm 
to eat at 7.30pm. 
Angela has contacted The Avenue and the Christmas menu is not available yet; once it is, a list and menu will be put up in 
the kitchen to see who is interested and if transport is required.

BLOOD DONORS – Next Session 28th July 2016.
Further sessions have been booked by the Blood Donors – see end of minutes for details.

FUNDRAISING
Richard Ingram advised the Executive that he has spoken with the Spice Lounge regarding a Quiz and Curry night and a 
provisional date of 5th December had been agreed. The Executive asked Richard to reconsider and to move the event to 
February/March 2017 – Richard agreed.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS – None 
a) Angela advised that Kath had informed her of a change regarding parking permits – one has been returned and 

has been allocated to the next person on the waiting list.

Meeting closed at 8:49:30

Next Group Executive Meeting 1st September 2016 starting at 7.15pm at the Scout Centre. 

Future meetings will be held 8th September 2016 (AGM) 
3rd November 2016
5th January 2017
2nd March 2017

Blood donor Sessions            28th July 2016 
27th October 2016 
10th November 2016 (note change of date from 17th November)
22nd December 2016
*12th January 2017 – cancelled* 
2nd March 2017
16th March 2017 (TBC)

All dates checked against the blood donor website on 8th August 2016 are correct.
*NB – When I checked the website dates did not check out – phone call to Blood Donors advised the session for 12th 
January 2017 has been cancelled unfortunately Blood Donors have not sent out the information to the Treasurer. This will 
be rectified.



All the Blood donor sessions require the hall to be opened at 13:15 and closed by 20:00


