
GROUP EXECUTIVE MINUTES
9th January 2014

Chairman: John Yeomans Treasurer: Cliff Laverick           Secretary: Angela Johnson    
GSL: Philip Harnby
  
PRESENT: David Newby, Richard Bramfitt, Derek Newby, and Ian Johnson.

APOLOGIES: Kath Yeomans, Derek Ward, Richard Ingram, Jasmine Mowatt, Ross Hetherington and Mike Nichols.

As there was no quorum those present agreed to continue, noting that no decisions could be made.
MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD 5th December 2013 – not agreed as no quorum in place. To be taken 
forward to the next meeting.

John began the meeting by wishing everyone a Happy New Year.

MATTERS ARISING
a) Christmas Meal – John noted that everyone appeared to enjoy the food and company on the evening although 

was not keen on the room and should we decide to go there again would prefer to be in the other dining area. Ian 
Johnson commented that he felt cheated by the portion size of the Christmas pudding.

TREASURER’S REPORT
Cliff noted that £545-47 for insurance is due to be paid and the Christmas Party money to Sections will be distributed 
tonight (Beavers £28, Cubs £52 and Scouts £50).
Income of £140-00 has bee received from the Chrysanthemum and Dahlia Society for the hire of the Scout Centre in 
November. The funding from the AAP in respect of the Fire Alarm System has not yet been received. Cliff noted that he 
would like a discussion with David over the Quiz and Curry Night finances.
Phil advised the meeting that he is to discuss the hall running costs, insurance costs and the hall levy with Cliff and report 
back at the next meeting as to their finding and whether the levy should be increased with a view to the Executive making a 
decision at the March meeting so that any changes can be implemented at the start of the next financial year.
Cliff noted that the Blood Donors had requested use of the hall on 21st August, after consultation with Section Leaders the 
Blood Donors were advised that this date was not suitable and an alternative date was offered and to date they had not 
responded.
Finally Cliff asked Angela that when the census figures are collated for the Group could he have a breakdown of the 
membership showing male and female members as any funding applications are now asking for this information.

SECTIONAL REPORTS
Beavers 
No report
Cubs
David reported that the Cubs had attended the Pantomime at the Gala in Durham and had held a Christmas party.
Three Cubs have moved to Scouts and the Sixes have been reorganised. David asked if the Beaver Section could liase 
with him regarding any Beavers due to move up in the near future. Phil asked if a copy of the Beaver waiting list could be 
emailed to him. 
David commented that he had picked up some information about the implementation of Compass and asked Ian if he 
could give a little more information – Ian replied that at present it was still in the development stage with Durham Scout 
County going live in September 2014. Ian explained that the new database will need all members (youngsters, Leaders and 
Occasional helpers to be have their details on the database i.e. name, date of birth, address etc – it is up to each individual 
as to how they then use the site. The new site will be able to record badge work, participation badges and lots more. Ian 
noted that some Groups use Online Scout Manager and find it very useful – it is hoped that Compass will be used in the 
same way. Ian noted the Policy, Organisation and Rules will be updated to deal with the change to Data Protection Act, but 
also gave his view that Groups should wait until Compass goes live rather that add details to the current Gilwell database
Scouts
Richard reported that the Troop decided they wanted a disco – this was arranged by Bishop FM, a local Girl Guide Unit 
was invited but unfortunately they cancelled so the disco was cancelled and the Troop held a pub themed evening with 
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games and food. Gary ran a First Aid evening on the 6th December and a joint meeting was held with the Explorers on the 
13th December. 
Explorers
Phil gave a brief report on Richard’s behalf. The Scouts who recently moved up to Explorers are settling in well, one 
individual is due to join the Unit from 1st St Helen Auckland next week. The Bake Off raised £100.00. Richard also sent his 
apologies about the flag being broken and the Unit has the bits to complete the repair. Derek Newby confirmed that the flag 
had already been repaired.

GSL REPORT including Adult Training and Leadership
Phil reported that he had received a clear repeat DBS disclosure and that the registration documents in relation to the 
census had been printed and was ready to be distributed to the youngsters.
Richard Bramfitt alerted to potential Leadership problems within the Troop, two Occasional Helpers have stopped attending 
on a Friday night, three Leaders have difficulty in getting to the start of the meeting due to work and home commitments, 
and another Occasional helper works shifts. So some Fridays can be short on Leadership, Phil said he would talk with 
Richard about trying to solve the problems.

RISK REGISTER
Phil noted that he is in communication with Cliff regarding the Scout Centre insurance.

PR and MARKETING OF THE GROUP
Richard Bramfitt asked where the A4 posters were stored after the AAP funding day in November – no one had any ideas 
and it was agreed to get some more printed.

HEALTH AND SAFETY including Hall Maintenance
a) Fire Alarm System – Phil asked for agreement to proceed with the quote for the system – those present were 

happy that if the Chair and GSL agreed to the quote, Phil could proceed with the arranging the work to be carried 
out.

b) Solar Panels – No information

MINIBUS
Phil noted that the funding had been agreed by the Neighbourhood Budget team at Durham County Council for the sum of 
£4548.00 towards the conversion costs of the minibus.

FUNDING AND GRANTS
Nothing to report.

GIFT AID
Ian Johnson advised the Executive that the amount of Gift Aid for the period 2009/2010 was £1333.75, no application has 
been submitted and there is one potential certificate to be chased.
Ian asked that the census collation forms for January 2013 be passed to him (either photocopies or originals) so that he 
can capture up to date information. It was agreed to consider the January 2014 registration documents at the next meeting.
Ian asked that details of all Membership subscriptions paid during 2012/2013 be passed to him as soon as possible, so that 
once time allows calculations can be made with a view to getting the Gift Aid details up to date.

CENSUS 2014
Phil announced that Angela had agreed to collate the Census for 2014. Forms were ready to go out on Friday. Angela 
explained that the information had been issued to Section Leaders and asked that the details be returned by Friday 24th 
January.

BLOOD DONORS
The cleaning team had shown up on the morning of 2nd January to set up the hall for the session to find that a car was 
parked in an inappropriate place and it was therefore difficult for the Blood donors to get in. It was agreed that the bollards 
would be put out the evening before for the next session on 6th February.

FUNDRAISING
Nothing to report

ANY OTHER BUSINESS
a) Derek Newby suggested purchasing a medical style cabinet to be placed on the wall in the kitchen so that any 

medication brought by the youngsters could be placed in a safe area and not left loose on the kitchen work top. It 
was agreed that this should be investigated further and Derek agreed to look into the matter.

b) Ian Johnson presented Cliff Laverick with a Long Service Award for five years service to the Group as Treasurer.



Next Group Executive Meeting 6th February 2014 starting at 7.15pm at the Scout Centre. 

Future meetings will be held 6th March 2014
3rd April 2014
1st May 2014
5th June 2014
3rd July 2014

Blood Donor Sessions            6th February 2014
6th March 2014
24th April 2014
5th June 2014
10th July 2014

All dates checked against the blood donor website on 22nd January 2014 are correct.

All the Blood donors’ sessions require the hall to be opened at 13:30 and closed by 20:00

If anyone has an item for the next agenda or cannot make the meeting could they please let the Secretary know by 
8-00pm on the Monday prior to the meeting.


