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GROUP EXECUTIVE MINUTES 
10th January 2013 

 
Chairman:  John Yeomans   Treasurer:  Cliff Laverick   Secretary:  Angela Johnson     
GSL: Philip Harnby 
  

PRESENT: Ross Hetherington, Derek Ward, David Newby, Richard Bramfitt, Richard Ingram, Derek Newby 
and Paul Taylor (from 8-15pm) 
 

APOLOGIES: Ian Johnson, Mike Nichols, Paul Taylor, Kath Yeomans and Julie Ryan. 
 

John began the meeting by wishing everyone a Happy New Year. 
 

MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETINGS HELD 1st November 2012 and 6th December 2012 – Agreed. 
 

MATTERS ARISING  
a) Tables – Angela had received a phone call from Paul to explain the original order for the tables had 

been cancelled; the second order has also been cancelled. All monies have been sorted. After further 
investigation Paul has found some suitable tables at a lower cost and will be placing an order which will 
hopefully be delivered before the next meeting. 

 

TREASURERS REPORT 
CAF Gold £9,009.56  CAF Current Account £853.40  Cash in hand £145.00 
 

Cliff noted that the payment of £118-00 had been made in respect of the staircase being strengthened.  
There has been an issue with the Direct Debit in respect of Durham County Council (Rates) – it would appear 
the first two payments of the year were made then the direct debit was cancelled, Cliff has be in negotiation 
with DCC and a new mandate needs to be set up to enable all payments for the year to be made. Phil asked 
whether the Group received Discretionary Relief and was advised by Cliff that we didn’t. 
Cliff advised the forms had been submitted to CAF in relation to the Beaver account. 
 

SECTIONAL REPORTS  
Beavers 
Ross reported that the Beavers had enjoyed a good Christmas period with a joint party with the Cubs, lots of 
games, food and a model kit to make up for display at the Model Exhibition. In the New Year the Colony will be 
learning about Emergency Aid and two Beavers will be moving to the Cub Section. 
Cubs 
David reported that the Cub Pack had enjoyed the Christmas Party with the Beavers. Four Cubs have moved 
to the Troop and have settled in well. The Cubs have been preparing posters for distribution around the town to 
promote the Model Exhibition in February. The Pack is running well with numbers averaging twenty six. 
Scouts 
Richard reported that a joint meeting had been held with the Cubs. The Troop had visited Planet Leisure for 
their Christmas Party which all the youngsters enjoyed. First week back in the New Year was a joint meeting 
with the Explorer Section, two girls from the Troop have made the move to the Unit. The coming weeks will see 
a hobbies night, a camp is planned for Barrasford (9th/10th February) and the Troop will be going out on the 
1st February to allow the model exhibition to set up. 
Explorers 
Richard reported that the Unit had not met for two weeks over Christmas. The Unit had enjoyed a visit to 
Planet Leisure for their Christmas Party before the break. Coming up a trip to London is planned (18th/21st 
February); they plan to enter the County Climbing Competition and Geoffrey Gordon Cup in March. 
 

GSL REPORT including Adult Training and Leadership 
Phil began his report by wishing all a Happy New Year. 
He reported that Jonathan Marshall, Hannah Wilson (both Colony Assistants) and Andrew Shaw had all been 
registered for Keeping Children Safe whilst Jonathan and Hannah would be attending a Getting Started 
session in early February. Phil noted that the Computer Room was nearly finished with all software and 
security matters covered. The Parent Packs have all been collated and distributed. 



Derek Ward thanked Phil for his time and professionalism in sorting out various matters in relation to the Scout 
Centre. 
 

RISK REGISTER 
Nothing to report. 
 

GIFT AID  
Angela read out an update on Ian’s behalf. 
Information has been received from the Cub Section but due to illness over the Christmas period Ian has been 
unable to look at the details but he hopes to find time over the next few weeks. 
 

PR and MARKETING OF THE GROUP  
Phil noted that the new signage had been erected on the front of the building and a TV was in place in the 
foyer so anyone waiting could see what the Group has been up to. 
Letters have been distributed to all parents about a PR day at B & Q on 20th January; Phil is hoping to run a 
tombola/raffle on the day and to promote Scouting in the Bishop Auckland area to encourage more people to 
get involved. Phil is looking for volunteers to help on the day. 
 

HEALTH AND SAFETY including Hall Maintenance 
Derek Ward reported that the light in the store room had been fixed; the staircase had been reinforced and the 
bill had been handed to the Treasurer; the lights in the main hall still need to be sorted. Derek Newby advised 
that the hall had been hoovered. 
 

MINIBUS TRAINING 
Phil reported that the mini bus conversion had been completed. The Midas Training will cost £65-00 per head. 
Derek noted that the costs for conversion were £600-00 for the labour and £400-00 for the purchase of the 
ramp; he noted that with the changes to the minibus the rear door needs to be locked manually. 
Phil noted that although MIDAS is not a legal requirement it would be advisable for drivers to undertake the 
training as it may reduce insurance costs and would alert drivers to the risks of mini bus driving. The training is 
in two stages; a classroom environment where all interested can be taught together and a practical session to 
be taken in pairs at a mutually convenient time. As Trustees we need to make sure that every aspect is 
covered to protect the drivers and the youngsters. The Executive agreed that all who wished to drive the mini 
bus or take a refresher course should have the opportunity to take the MIDAS training 
Derek Newby advised that a log needs to be kept of all journeys made and a log of any MOT/Servicing that is 
carried out. Phil advised that a sheet has been designed for noting the information and would be made 
available. 
Derek Newby pointed out with the ramp now installed the mini bus would be heavier to drive. 
The Executive needs to decide how often the mini bus should be serviced and a yearly MOT is required. 
John asked if anyone did not agree with the suggestions and was there any objection to the Group paying for 
the MIDAS training – the Executive agreed and asked Phil to move forward. 
Angela asked Cliff if he could let Ian have copies of the invoices in relation the ramp in order that he could 
contact Bishop Auckland Town Council and Development Grants Board regarding funding. 
 

FUNDING AND GRANTS 
No further information 
 

BLOOD DONORS 
Next session 24th January – cleaning team in place. 
The session planned for the 3rd January had not taken place – according to information sourced on the day the 
session had been cancelled in July 2012.  
Further dates have been advised – 3rd October and 7th November 2013. 
 

CENSUS 
Angela advised that Phil had asked her to coordinate the Group Census for 2013. She said that spreadsheets 
asking for the information required had been sent to Section Leaders for completion and that she would like the 
information returned to her by 25th January in order that County deadlines could be achieved and asked that if 
there were any questions to contact Angela sooner rather than later. 
 

FUND RAISING  
Model Exhibition 
David noted that plans were well in hand – he asked that Section Leaders ask the youngster to make models 
for the exhibition – visitors will be voting on the best and a prize will be awarded. Theme is travel around the 
world. Prices £2-00 (Adult), £1-00 (Child), £5-00 (Family), anyone turning up in Scout uniform will gain free 
entry. 



The Cubs have been making posters which will be placed around town to promote the event and the 
information has been put on a couple of websites and into two rail publications. 
There are four layouts and one demonstrator but no trade stands attending, David and his team are also 
setting up a couple of bases for a hands on experience. 
David asked if Richard would consult the Explorers to see if they could help out over the two days and he is 
also looking for help with refreshments, someone on door duty and various other aspects. 
 

COMPUTER ROOM 
Covered in an earlier report. 
 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS – None 
 

Next Group Executive Meeting 7th February 2013 star ting at 7.15pm at the 
Scout Centre.  
 

Future meetings will be held  7th March 2013 
     4th April 2013 
     2nd May 2013 
     6th June 2013 
 

Blood Donor Sessions             7th February 2013 
14th March 2013 
9th May 2013 
20th June 2013 
11th July 2013 
15th August 2013 
3rd October 2013 
7th November 2013 

     

All the Blood donors’ sessions require the hall to be opened at 13:30 and closed by 20:00            

If anyone has an item for the next agenda or cannot  make the meeting could they please let the 
Secretary know by 8-00pm on the Monday prior to the  meeting.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


