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GROUP EXECUTIVE MINUTES 
(Full agenda) 

10th January 2019 
 

 
Chairman: Robert Yorke  Treasurer: Olive Ingram             Secretary: Angela Johnson     
GSL: Philip Harnby 
   

PRESENT:  Matthew Frost, Paul Taylor, Kath Yeomans Derek Newby, Cliff Laverick, Richard Ingram and Ian Johnson. 
 

APOLOGIES: Robert Yorke  
 

As Rob was unable to make the meeting, Ian stepped in to chair the meeting. 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING held on 6th December 2018 - Agreed.  
 

MATTERS ARISING 
a) Christmas Meal – all who attended enjoyed the evening and the food – suggestion that a similar evening be arranged 

for first/second week in December 2019 at the same agenda. Angela agreed to contact Derek Ward to see if he 
would be agreeable. 

 

TREASURERS REPORT 
Olive gave a financial update of the Groups finances.  
She noted that the Cubs had paid the quarterly hall levy and £88-00 has been paid in respect of the mini bus. 
Income includes £225-00 for parking donations, £130-00 from the Badminton and Football groups, the insurance quarterly 
payment has been made and £99-50 for tent repairs. Olive has received documentation about renewal of the Lottery Licence 
which will be sorted, however Olive asked if the addressee should be updated to her address – the Executive agreed. 
There has been some issues with direct debit for British Gas/Electricity due to being in credit, the direct debit was suspended 
pending the credit amount being reduced, the direct debits have now been reinstated. 
A letter has been received from two Explorers who are attending the World Scout Jamboree in America later this year, are 
asking if the Group can assist in helping to fund their experience. The full cost of Jamboree is £3695-00. The two are Garrett 
Windass and Matthew Foster. Paul also mentioned that two further young people are going to Kanderstag this year and it 
may be that they will apply for funding as well. Richard was asked when the payments are due to be paid. Angela was asked 
to collate information of previous Jamboree applications to see what the precedence has been and further discussion at the 
next meeting.  

a) Account signatories – not discussed 
b) Change of Bank to Barclays – Ian noted that he has heard that the Bank may be bringing in admin charges in the 

future. Suggestions of Unity Trust and Nat West were made. Phil agreed to contact Rob to see what is happening 
about the paperwork for Barclays. It was agreed to place this item on the agenda for further discussion at the next 
meeting. 

 

SECTIONAL REPORTS 
Scouts – no report 
Cubs – the Leaders reported that they had been working on a couple of badges before Christmas. They attended Planet 
Leisure for the Christmas party. The Pack returned on 6th January where they are working on the DIY badge making dominos 
and a mug tree. Phil noted they had been discussing recruitment with individuals, Matthew suggested a Facebook page wo 
highlight the Group’s activities, with a closed page for Leaders and parents where they can post and find information out. The 
idea was agreed in principle providing the guidelines were administered i.e. no named pictures of youngsters and the site be 
administered by a group of people with Phil having the ultimate control of the pages. 
Beavers – Angela noted that the Beavers have been very busy again, activities include Navigation badge work, attending 
Remembrance Sunday, visiting Bishop Auckland Fire Station, a visit from the GSL at 1st Byers Green to teach the Colony 
sign language, looking at the Parliamentary debating and voting system, a trip to see Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs at 
the Gala Theatre in Durham, celebrating Christmas with a party at Bamboozles and in the Scout Centre. 
Explorers – Richard noted that the Unit had taken part in Mid Mad and came third out of fourteen teams, attended Windlestone 
for fire activities and a bag pack at Tesco with raised approx. £400-00 (split between the Jamboree participants and the Unit). 



Most youngsters have signed up for the D of E awards. Some new members have moved up from 2nd Bishop Auckland 
Troop and one youngster is now attending from 1st Ferryhill. 
 

GSL Report including Adult Training and Leadership 
Phil noted the GDPR training should have been completed by 31st December 2018 by all Leaders and Executive – however 
he is aware of some who have still not completed. The link to complete the online training is 
https://members.scouts.org.uk/supportresources/4800. 
Phil has recently visited the Colony and advised that a new person is helping with the Scout Section and paperwork will be 
completed. He has also asked Paul Allison to take on the role of Cub Scout Leader and Paul has agreed. 
 

PR AND MARKETING OF THE GROUP - Nothing to discuss 
 

RISK REGISTER - Nothing to discuss 
 

HEALTH AND SAFETY including Hall Maintenance - Phil noted that there was a problem in the gents toilets – the brick 
wall above the cistern/urinals appears to be showing damp – a discussion as to how to approach the problem – whether to 
fix the problem or do a temporary repair as the Group have been discussing whether to refurbish the toilet areas. Kath 
wondered if the Group could claim against the buildings insurance depending on the excess. Phil agreed to speak with Gary 
to find a way forward. Matthew offered his help in sorting out the problems. 
A skylight in the main hall is leaking – a suggestion was made to reapply the silicon around the lights – Phil suggested it may 
be a job Gary could do when investigating the dampness problem. 
 

FLOWER SHOW - Bishop Auckland Chrysanthemum and Dahlia Society have booked the Scout Centre for their flower show 
on 21st and 22nd September (from 5.00pm Saturday evening until 6.00pm Sunday evening). They also wish to book for 
November but the dates are not yet available. 
 

COMPOUND - Cliff has received details of the fencing for the compound of approximately £3,800.00 (palisade fencing 
£1,840.00, material and fabrication £500.00, erection and groundwork £1,000.00). Recap of current funding AAP (£2,500-00 
promised) £1,995.00 from Sam Zair. Cliff advised he was meeting with Bishop Auckland Business Security Grant Scheme in 
the near future and would be talking to them about securing more funding for the project. Ian asked the Executive if they 
were happy to apply for funding to complement the existing funding – the Executive agreed. 
Ian reminded the Executive of the need to seek approval of the District Chair and County Commissioner when applying for 
funding from a Local Authority. He agreed to seek that approval on behalf of the Executive. 
 

Kath Yeomans left the meeting at 8.15pm 
 

HALL HIRE - Phil confirmed there are no current bookings for the hall and the Group needs to think about raising the profile 
to encourage bookings or it may be that Membership Subscriptions need to be increased to cover running costs. Matthew 
noted that once the Face Book page is set up – details can be incorporated to show that the Group hire out the downstairs 
for parties etc. Ian mentioned South Durham Halls and will make enquiries. It was asked that this item stay on the agenda.  
 

FUNDING/GRANTS 
a) AAP funding – waiting for compound quotes. 
b) Recruitment funding – to be discussed at the next meeting. 

 

T-SHIRTS - Richard had brought along a sample t-shirt with the new logo on, but had not obtained the prices for adults or 
youngsters. 
There had been a suggestion at a previous meeting that Rob may be able to get some funding for the purchase – it was 
agreed to discuss at the next meeting. 
 

CENSUS - Phil advised that the Consent Forms for 2019 had been distributed and he was waiting for Sections to collate or 
pass the information to him regarding the census figures. Ian asked  all Sections to pass the 2018 Consent Form to him by 
the next Executive meeting for Gift Aid purposes. 
 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
a) It was suggested that the Executive discuss the possibility of increasing the Membership Subscriptions – Angela 

agreed to research when the last increase was implemented. 
 

Next Group Executive Meeting Thursday, 7th February 2019 (specific agenda) starting at 7.15pm at the Scout 
Centre.  
 
Future meetings will be held on   
 

7th March 2019 Full Agenda 
4th April 2019 Specific Agenda 
2nd May 2019 Full Agenda 
6th June 2019 Specific Agenda 



 
 
  


